
Minutes from ADA/Fair Housing Advisory Board 

Monday, February 1, 2021 

The Chairman called the meeting to order at  

Members present: Jeff Berquist, Kathy Wickens, Diane Corso, Brian Stanley, Martha Thompson 

Members Absent: Eddie Brown, Kathy Linz 

Staff present: Debi Eversole, Aaron Klein, Elisabeth Sowecke 

All were in attendance via teleconference due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and the meeting 
was live-streamed on YouTube.   
 

NEW BUSINESS 

Confirmation of Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson 

It was determined that Jeff Berquist will serve as chairman for the Board and Diane Corso will 

serve as vice-chair.  

Approval of minutes 

Members voted to approve the minutes of the September 21, 2020 meeting and suspend the 
formal reading. Chairman Berquist declared the motion passed.  
 
Fair Housing Clerk Vacancy 
Debi Eversole introduced herself as serving with the department of Community Development for 
5 years. Over the past year, she took over a vacancy to administer CDBG and other grant 
programs. She will work with consultant, Donald Eager, who we handles all fair housing concerns. 
She has not received any complaints since taking over in mid-2020. She is happy to connect 
anyone with him.  
 
Facer Park is now ADA-accessible. 
 
Chairman Berquist informed the Board that Fair Housing Code was recently updated to include 
Hate Speech as a violation.  
 
Chairman Berquist made a recommendation that the Board make a motion for an ordinance be 
written that ensures that any project taking place in the City be reviewed by Engineering and the 
ADA Board to verify it is up to current ADA standards. Further stating that ADA regulations are 
minimal and ADA board members are likely to spot issues that relieve contractors from having to 
re-do construction projects. Commissioner Poole cited an issue where the benches needed to be 
moved from the sidewalk and an issue with Cameo. Brian Stanley provided input that Building 
Codes allows exceptions to help buildings come to current standards and asked Commissioner 
Poole to clarify whether Poole was suggesting the City raise the level of our standards. Poole 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NJE4nxZ9Gpo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NJE4nxZ9Gpo


clarified that the Board is specifically designed to look at ADA issues and questioned whether the 
City should be known for requiring minimal standards. Diane Corso indicated that there has to 
be a middle ground to balance between the standard and financial burden for development. 
Director Klein indicated that private property improvements go through Building and Planning—
City Engineering does not become involved. Engineering reviews city-owned properties and 
projects, so recommendations between the two will need to be clear. He echoed Ms. Corso’s 
concern with balance, as well as with public projects in-partnership with the State where 
ODOT/funding has the final say in design and construction. Chairman Berquist urged that he does 
not wish to slow down projects. Kathleen Wickens asked that the City utilize someone in a 
wheelchair test accessibility and volunteered to participate. Diane Corso indicated her thinking 
that it’s not the Board’s responsibility to review plans, but would support some changes to the 
process. Brian Stanley recommended that the Board take a proactive approach instead of 
retroactive. Commissioner Poole indicated that he would like for staff to make a 
recommendation for to establish a deeper, more involved process. Martha Thompson, Kathleen 
Wickens and Brian Stanley can contribute to the process with their unique expertise.  
 
2020 Schedule 
 
The Board agreed to meet on Mondays at 1 PM on the following dates: June 7th, September 13th 
and November 1st.  
 
OLD BUSINESS  
 
Poole revisited the Tiffin Ave & Mills St sidewalk ramp issue from Old Business. Diane Corso 
brought the issue to ODOT. ODOT reps responded that the corners are accessible and allow all to 
access and cross the intersection. Director Klein further shared that he spoke with the 
complainant and the issue is not only that it is ADA accessible. The complainant was also unhappy 
with the color of slabs. Director Klein agrees with ODOT that the intersection is sufficiently 
accessible and there should be no corner on the southwest corner due to a safety and visibility 
issue. His biggest concern would be for a child on a bike, and by creating a ramp, you open that 
space to pedestrian issues. Another example exists at Huron Park where some crosswalks were 
removed. Poole indicated that he would talk with Aaron later.  
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 1:47 p.m.  
 
 
 


